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The American Journey; World War II and Cold War
	After the First World War, many Americans had resolved that it had been the worst mistake they had ever made by participating in international affairs. They looked for peace by practicing the isolationism policy; this was a national policy that saw countries drawing away from economic or political entanglements with other countries. However, many reasons like the failure of their peaceful efforts informed the start of World War II. The war started from 1939 to 1945. In this context, this paper presents the American Journey through the World War II period. Besides the First World War, World War II, also referred to as the Second World War, caused the most significant destruction in history. 
	The rise of dictatorship was one of the significant triggers of World War II (Goldfield et al. 2017). Starting back in the late 1920s, Adolf Hitler had become so popular in Germany. When he rose to power in the 1920s to 1930s, he became very ruthless as a German leader. Hitler would take advantage of weeing people angry or suffering. It was at the start of 1939 when this German dictator wanted to invade and occupy Poland. Even with the possibility of the Soviet Union resisting his intended move and that Poland had guarantees of getting military backup by France and Britain, Hitler was unstoppable. However, Hitler managed to neutralize the hindrances along his way. It was later decided between Germany and the Soviets that Poland would be divided between the Germans and the Soviets. Hitler ordered the invasion of Poland (Goldfield et al. 2017).  To respond, on September 3, 1939, France and Great Britain offered military support to Poland by declaring war on Germany, marking the beginning of the Second World War. 
	In September 1939, the military strength index could be measured with the number of divisions a nation could mobilize. Comparatively, Germany had a more efficient and effective fighting force than the allies; Poland, France, and Great Britain (Goldfield et al. 2017). Germany had a strong armament, pieces of training, doctrines, fighting spirit, and discipline. On the other hand, the allies were made more robust because of the combined industrial resources, population, and military human resources. Germany's superiority of its infantry divisions led to Germany exceeding the allies' firepower, even though the allied divisions had slightly higher firepower than in World War I. Another advantage that Germany had over the allied division because they were well organized into their divisions, and they adhered to their doctrines. They also had the best air force in 1939.   
	However, even though the United States sympathized with the allied divisions, they were reluctant to join World War II. With increased concern, they watched the war continue in Europe (Goldfield et al. 2017). America focused on the isolationism policy to avoid the world war. This decision had been made by the America First Committee of isolationists, who argued that America should keep off from Europe's business. Nonetheless, the then U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt took action in preparation for war (Goldfield et al. 2017). A Neutrality Act was then passed, which allowed America to supply weapons to other countries. Later, in 1940, the first peacetime draft in U.S. history was signed by Roosevelt.
	In 1940, though still in the world war crisis, an election was held. Roosevelt broke the set tradition by George Washington by running a third term (Goldfield et al. 2017). After winning the elections, Roosevelt started to fully and openly support the allies. In March 1941, a Lend-Lease Act was passed by the United States Congress, which allowed America to put up for sale, lend or contract weapons and war supplies to other nations that were considered needed the United States defense. In this case, however, the lend-lease Act was opposed by the isolationists, leading to increased American involvement in the war. Additionally, in 1941, German submarines would sink British ships, even those carrying U.S. supplies; at this point, America started using their ships to escort British merchant ships convoys. 
	In addition, in 1941, Japan planned to invade many other nations, including the Philippines, an American territory, for rubber and oil. The United States applied economic pressure on Japan to react to Japanese actions (Goldfield et al. 2017). On December 7, 1941, America declared war on Japan following the Japanese Perl Harbor bombing. Goldfield et al. (2017), also argue that Germany and Italy declared war on Japan a few days later. At this juncture, the United States was wholly involved in World War II. America's involvement in the war led to massive mobilization efforts and support from the Americans. The government also dedicated taxes to finance the war. Corporate taxes were raised through the Revenue Act of 1942.
	In May 1945, Germany withdrew from the war. In September 1945, Japan followed suit after two atomic bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki (Goldfield et al. 2017). It was the surrender of Japan that marked the ending of the Second World War. However, the close of World War II informed several problems and issues to the Americans. In 1948, a new form of tension emerged, which was referred to as the Cold War. The Cold War rose between the U.S and its allies and the Soviet Union and their allies. 
	In conclusion, World War II cost millions of lives of soldiers and civilians, who died due to bombing, starvation, and deliberate campaigns of mass killings. The war also marked the start of the atomic age, which involved the development of nuclear weapons. Additionally, World War II informed the beginning of the role of the nation as a superpower. Lastly, it announced the transformation of the United States economy into an exceptionally productive and perennially flourishing economy.
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